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BY HAND DELIVERY

Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: In the Matter of Amendment of Section 2.106 of the
Commission's Rules to Allocate Spectrum at 2 GHz
for Use by the Mobile-Satellite Service
ET Docket No. 95-18

Dear Mr. Caton:

Hughes Space and Communications International ("Hughes") hereby replies to
UTC, The Telecommunications Association's ("UTC") opposition to Comsat Corporation's
("Comsat") Motion for Leave to File Supplemental Comments in this proceeding. Hughes
urges the Commission to grant Comsat's request to place its Supplemental Comments on
public notice and to allocate the 1990-2025 MHz and 2165-2200 MHz bands for MSS
expeditiously.

Hughes has a vital interest in this proceeding because it recently has entered
into a series of arrangements for the provision of worldwide MSS services at 2 GHz with
ICO Global Communications ("ICO"), in which Hughes will be the manufacturer of ICO's
satellites, a strategic investor in ICO, a possible supplier of launch services, and a potential
provider of ICO services within the U.S.
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The Commission adopted a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking ("Notice") in this
proceeding that proposes to allocate spectrum for Mobile Satellite Services ("MSS") at 2
GHz; to devise a regulatory structure for the operation of MSS; and to establish procedures
to relocate existing terrestrial operations in the 2 GHz MSS bands. Since the Notice's
comment period ended last Spring, the U.S. government participated in the 1995 World
Radiocommunication Conference ("WRC-95") which concluded that MSS and existing Fixed
Service ("FS") incumbents can share certain band segments at 2 GHz as part of an overall
transition plan for the 2 GHz band, and that coordination procedures can be devised to
protect FS operations from harmful interference during a transition period. lI This
determination is contrary to the Commission's tentative conclusion in the Notice that MSS
and FS sharing was not feasible, even for a limited period.1/ Therefore, the Commission
should place Comsat's Supplemental Comments on public notice to allow the new
developments at WRC-95 to be addressed fully. In particular, doing so will encourage
parties to address sharing issues in light of WRC-95's conclusions and to comment on an
appropriate plan for frequency sharing between MSS providers and FS incumbents.

Sharing the 2 GHz band during a transition period will foster the introduction
of emerging technologies in a manner that does not disrupt existing licensees' present
communications requirements. lI Moreover, placing the Supplemental Comments on public
notice is consistent with the Commission's determination that when "specific services are
allocated in these bands [the Commission] will adopt specific interference standards to allow
for the sharing of this spectrum. ,,~/

1/ See Final Acts of the World Radiocommunication Conference (Part II), Geneva, 1995,
Res. COM 5-10, Resolves 2 and 4.3.

1/ Notice at " 13-14.

11 See In the Matter of Redevelopment of Spectrum to Encourage Innovation in the Use of
New Telecommunications Technologies, Third Report and Order and Memorandum Opinion
and Order, 8 FCC Rcd 6589, 6590-91 (1993).

~/ In the Matter of Redevelopment of Spectrum to Encourage Innovation in the Use of New
Telecommunications Technologies, First Report and Order, 7 FCC Rcd 6886, 6890 (1992).
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For these reasons, Hughes respectfully requests that the Commission place
Comsat's Supplemental Comments on public notice and allow all interested parties a chance
to address Comsat's sharing proposals.

Respectfully submitted,

HUGHES SPACE AND COMMUNICATIONS
INTERNATIONAL

By:

cc: Nancy Thompson (Counsel for Comsat)
Jeff Sheldon (Counsel for UTC)
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Gary M. Epstein
John P. Janka
Michael S. Wroblewski
Latham & Watkins
1001 Pennsylvania Ave, Suite 1300
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 637-2200


